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Meet the Faces of United Way of Tucson!

We're pleased to introduce our 2020-2021 campaign models. All of these amazing individuals live
right here in Tucson and are connected to the work of our United Way. Each individual has a unique
story that illustrates the diverse community we have living in Southern Arizona and highlights the dif-
ferent ways United Way of Tucson is helping to build a thriving community. Join us in Rebuilding our
community, the United Way!

Sonia Schmitz & Family:

Sonia is a 33-year-old mother of two, lkuzo and Michael, and helps support
Savannah, her stepdaughter, with her husband Jeffery Schmitz. Sonia moved
from Rwanda to Tucson four years ago and is currently enrolled in the LPN
course at Pima Community College. When she first moved to America with
her husband, they found out they would be expecting a child and Sonia was
worried about not having family here for her first pregnancy. Looking for
community support, Sonia and her husband became involved with Healthy
Families, a program supported by United Way of Tucson which provides free
in-home assistance and education on parenting techniques. ‘I was a new
Mom and had no family to help, Healthy Families came to our apartment and
gave me information on what to expect for every trimester and techniques to
help raise and play with the kids. I'm so grateful to United Way and the help
they continue to provide for my entire family." - Sonia Schmitz

Tim Wernette:

This past year, Tim became involved with the ELDER Alliance and The
Arizona End of Life Care Partnership (EOLCP), both anchored at United
Way. The ELDER Alliance is a broad collaboration of community partners
and residents aged 50+ advocating and designing solutions to improve
quality of life for the older adult population. EOLCP is dedicated to creating a
comprehensive network of end of life care support in Southern Arizona. “Not
only does United Way support important social service non-profit
organizations, but it also hosts important community organizing activities. |
hope we can become a model for what a healthy, prosperous, and just
community looks like and | admire the community organizing United Way
of Tucson does to help ensure a more equitable Southern Arizona.” - Tim
Wernette
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Arika Wells:

For the past five years, Arika has volunteered with the Women Leading
United group. Women United is a global movement of more than 75,000
diverse women leaders that recognizes the enormous power and
influence of women in philanthropy. United Way of Tucson's Women
United group combines the financial power and collective talents of
local philanthropic women leaders to address early childhood literacy in
our community. Women United's signature event is the annual Business
Leaders for Early Education Breakfast which raises awareness

and funds for Early Childhood Education. “I can honestly say, of all my
volunteer efforts and experiences, those with United Way of Tucson's
Women United group have been the most impactful, efficient, and
effective! My input has been valued from day one, and our footprint
continues to grow as we champion early childhood literacy in Tucson!
Last year alone we were able to help give out over 171,000 books to

local students.”

Taia Thomas:

Taia is a member of the United Youth Leadership Council (UYLC), a
partner organization of United Way of Tucson, that works to
continuously improve employment and educational systems to better
serve Opportunity Youth (16-to-24 year olds who are not in school or
working). Additionally, the UYLC is dedicated to improving the

juvenile justice and child welfare systems to achieve positive outcomes
for youth who are system involved. “This work is important because we
provide a voice to a group of people society tends to neglect. This is
especially necessary right now with the tragedy of COVID-19. Currently,
we're making hygiene packets for the youth since not everybody has
access to a sink or other basics. Knowing we're making things
accessible is really great for our community.” - Taia Thomas

Sasha and Kallah:

Sasha and Kallah are sisters who grew up in Tucson, Arizona. Kallah, 9
years old, is super imaginative and loves playing make believe that she
has her own businesses. She would love to become a nurse or a first
responder. Sasha, 12 years old, is a violinist with Mariachi Estrellas de
Tucson and a proud bilingual bicultural young woman. They are both
star students at their schools and both schools are tracked by Cradle
to Career (C2C) partners. The C2C partnership is a group of leaders
from both the education and business sectors in Pima County who are
using data and engaging the community to improve the educational
and life outcomes of more than 300,000 young people living in
Southern Arizona. Both the Davis Bilingual Magnet School and
Mansfeld Middle School, where Kallah and Saha attend school
respectively, offer imaginative and cultural programing to help improve
the educational outcomes for all students and create cross-cultural
connections for all.



